Svdney  HoMmE

Marine themed

T TR LTV

RN o
f " \lsj\ gf* ":\I\\ \
A gt

Venerable architectural details

and parquetry floors sourced
from an 18th-century French

c/zf.zteau nod to this verdurous

arbourside home’s storied past.
harb de h 's storied past

Words LINDYL CRABB  Photography DAVE WHEELER Styling STEVE CORDONY

This page Painted in Resene's ‘Firefly’, o decadent teal, the front door proudly announces the rest of the home's
colour scheme. Complete with a solid-brass Adelphi doorhandle by Joseph Giles from The English Tapware Company,
the door is new, however the stained glass above is an original feature. The restored chequerboard tiles and
turquoise chandelier in the entrance were also existing. The console is an antique from Manyara Home; the artwork
is by Julian Meagher. Opposite page In the living area, cushions in lively shades of blue embellish an MCM House "Joe’
sofa and @ Manyara Home coffee table. White linen curtains filter the sun streaming into this naturally lit space.
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SPEED READ Sydney HOME

» Dominique and Justin Hird purchased this Watsons Bay property in 2016 and
engaged Weir Phillips Architects to turn the converted 1920s Masonic lodge
into a functional, family-friendly home. » While the historic features and
flooring were retained, significant additions were made includinga new kitchen

and two undercover entertaining areas. Storage was created in the form of

a garage and basement, roofing was replaced and the pool was rebuilt, »
Madison Turner made the custom joinery, Sally Rhys-Jones designed many
of the ensuite bathrooms and Dangar Barin Smith took care of the extensive
landscaping. » Deminique furnished the interiors in a palette inspired by the
garden and the existing turquoise decor, with her own eclectic twist

« beyond. “We began with the light fitting as the hero and built the
scheme from there. We wanted a relaxed yet sophisticated mood that
took in plenty of cues from the greenery outside,” says Dominique.
She set the tone in the downstairs living area with a pair of indigo
Moroso ‘Redondo’ armchairs, a vintage peacock-hued rug and
ceramic side table from Smithmade in the same shade. An assortment
ofaquamarine cushions adorn the MCM House Joe’ sofas; a spectrum
of blue treasures occupy the Molteni ‘Piroscafo’ glass cabinet.

‘This bejewelled yet breezy scheme extends into the ground-floor
kitchen. A honed Calacatta Belgia marble island is the chef doenvre of
this multitasking space — Dominique notes that at just under 9m, it’s
one of the largest benches Euro Marble has ever made. The ephemeral
colours of the sky, now visible with the installation of steel-framed
glass windows and doorways, appear to have inspired the paint used
on the custom-built joinery: Resene ‘Half Innocence’ on the
cupboards and Dulux ‘Oolong’ for the island. And speaking of great
lengths, 250m of white linen was required for the kitchen curtains
that were remade to fit these new glass openings.

‘Whereas the palette drew from existing elements, the decor nods
to Dominique’s own taste. “We wanted to make an impact with the
pieces we chose,” she says of the French antiques, modern classics and
Etsy finds. “My style is eclectic with Hollywood Regency glamour,”
she adds. “I like to take things you wouldn’tnormally see together and
make them work.” She favours Manyara Home for antiques and
LuMu Interiors for custom designs and mirrors. Hub and Fanuli are
her go-to for furniture staples which feature throughout the master
bedroom. To furnish the deck upstairs she turned to Parterre and
Gather Co. Replete with a Wolf barbecue, extraction fan, heating,
automated blinds and Bang & Olufsen speakers, it’s the perfect
vantage point to watch the yachts sail by during the Sydney to Hobart.

Spectator sports aside, the real magic happens right in their own e e - ) >
I ,kp 1 u“rp 1 1oi ! - s PP btk 2 s Jenii At around 60 ;ﬁlré'met 'S the master bedroom “feels like we're in our own little piece of paradise,” says Dominique. Extra-windows were
HCSPALEL "V IOve QOmE IOINgS INDAtULS, WRECHEEILS FarQening, d to maximise the'view; the added light now bounces off mirrors made using antique French windows by LuMu Interiors: The Flexform ‘Caress
catching up with friends at Camp Cove beach, exploring the rockpools " e i : . : are all from Fanuli. Sprawled acy king bed ’

or hanging out at the local parks,” she says. “The community here %ﬁ-# over the existing tallowwood floorboards is-a Casablanca f_“BJ?“'“ Tl

is amazing. It’s relaxed and the open spaces give you room to move. Gor, <his e x

‘We think Watsons Bay is the best place to live in Sydney.” 14
weirphillips.com.a; sallyrbysjones.cons; dangarbarinsmith.com.at
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“needed 1o work for now, when the kids
the future when they were tweens and teens
r rr.mmng the floor plan, building a new

s ones to let in natural
light and installing mere windows in the master bedroom,
“to ensure we could see the city views from our bed”.

is particular task
rane to lift a forest of mature plants
d into the backyard. The manicured
g palms
white Birds.of paradise and cacti more than fits Dominique’s
aush jungle with lots of privac
able to see the tity,” s ys, “but now we fi
y whenever we'arrive home.”

ile the structural change:

sting turquoise
stone Lhandc]mr in the entrance and the tre »pical gardens »

as originally an indoor kitchen. It felt too rem?ved from the living areas so the cpuple ‘had it turned into an
a nts brought into thsgurdJn, this bluestone Purter‘re mbla was so heavy itwas moved in with a crane
ire also from Parterre. Oppo.
e’ stools from Hub provide sel
taps for hot, chilled and sparkling water. The Jos ph Giles solid-brass h

On the wall is a line drawing of Gertie by Julian

feagher. The whale artworl
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is by Jonathon Delafield Caok
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